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“A gory, thought-provoking sequel mixing Dexter and John Wick and not for the faint-hearted.” — Kirkus 

Gone are the peaceful days when Nita could spend hours staring at a row of 
strangers’ hearts bobbing gently in jars of formaldehyde. No – things aren’t so simple 
anymore, and there’s little room for relaxation when there’s revenge to plot. On the 
heels of her critically-acclaimed YA debut NOT EVEN BONES, Rebecca Schaeffer’s 
sequel, ONLY ASHES REMAIN (HMH; on sale: 9/3/19), launches us back into Nita’s 
mangled mind and the twisted world of predatory, pain-thirsty unnaturals that have 
shaped it. 	

In the wake of destroying the black market that held her captive, the only thing 
greater than Nita’s paranoia is the target on her back. With a viral video of her ability 
to self-heal racing across the dark web, Nita’s only way to protect herself is to become 
as fearsome and powerful as humanly – or, in her case, unnaturally – possible. First 
step: get revenge against Fabricio, the boy who ratted her out to her kidnappers and 
got her into this mess in the first place.  

As this gripping sequel pulls us deeper into Nita’s complicated world, ONLY ASHES REMAIN forces readers to take 
a critical eye to the real-life dangers of our own: the inescapability of the internet, morally corrupt authority figures 
and their abuse of power, and the ever-blurry line between good and evil.   

REBECCA SCHAEFFER was born and raised in the Canadian prairies. Her itchy feet took her far from home. You can 
find her sitting in a cafe on the other side of the world, writing about villains, antiheroes, and morally ambiguous 
characters. She is the author of NOT EVEN BONES and its sequel ONLY ASHES REMAIN, the first installments of 
a dark YA fantasy trilogy. 

 www.rschaefferbooks.com | Twitter: @rrschaeffer | Instagram: @rebecca_schaeffer   
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PRAISE FOR NOT EVEN BONES: 
 

�		"[A] morally complex, edgy debut...Schaeffer’s antiheroes show empathy and 
insight as they struggle to define the line between human and monster. It’s a 
testament to Schaeffer’s excellent writing that these themes never overtake the 
characters’ stories." —Booklist, STARRED review 
 
"A slasher flick spliced with Crime and Punishment, this engrossing debut novel asks 
complex philosophical questions in a pleasingly hard-to-stomach way." — Kirkus 
 
"Readers who are tired of the same recycled story lines will find something original 
here...The story is so compelling that readers have to keep going to find out how, or if 

Nita gets out of this mess."  

— School Library Journal 
 
"The thrilling plot proves thought-provoking." — Publishers Weekly  

 

"Twisty, grisly, genre-bending and immersive, Not Even Bones will grab you by the 
throat and drag you along as it gleefully tramples all of your expectations."   

—Sara Holland, New York Times best-selling author of Everless 
 
"Gritty, compelling, a tale to feed the monster in all of us. I couldn’t put this one 
down." —Elly Blake, New York Times best-selling author of Frostblood 
 
"Deliciously dark and devious, with morally grey characters that make you 
question what is good and what is truly evil. Warning: don't read in the dark."  

—Rebecca Sky, author of Arrowheart 
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A CONVERSATION WITH  
REBECCA SCHAEFFER 

 

You’ve characterized this series as a villain origin story. Tell us about 
Nita’s development in ONLY ASHES REMAIN.  I think Nita has always 
been a very morally ambiguous character, right from the start of Not 
Even Bones, but throughout the book, a lot of her actions can be justified in 
the moment. They’re about survival in a terrible situation, and while she 
makes dark decisions you might not approve of, you understand why. In 
Only Ashes Remain, things become murkier. She’s being hunted by black 
market dealers online, and unlike a physical market that can be escaped or 
destroyed, it’s very hard to escape a video on the internet. 

So in trying to find a way to prevent the black market from killing her, she 
switches from defensive to offensive, hoping that she can destroy her 
enemies before they come for her. I’d characterize Only Ashes Remain as 
the part of the story where she makes the most mistakes and learns from 

them, gaining the knowledge and experience she’ll need to become the powerful villain who will rise in the final book of 
the series. 

How did it feel to be back in Nita’s dark mind when writing this sequel? Oh, I love 
writing Nita. It's so easy to slip into her mind. Perhaps that says something bad 
about me, but I find her deeply relatable and love writing stories from her 
perspective.  

Who’s a new character in ONLY ASHES REMAIN you can give us a little teaser 
intro to?  There are a few new characters I love, but I think my favourite is 
Adair—he’s a clever, manipulative information broker Nita and Kovit have to work 
with. He enjoys making jokes about murdering them in the basement and no one’s 
quite sure if they’re ACTUALLY jokes or not.  

 

One of the big themes of this book is ‘What Makes a Monster?’ – what made you want to tackle this? I read a lot of 
books, and I find a lot of ‘monstrous’ characters fall squarely into two camps: irredeemably evil, or hot and tortured. I 
wanted to explore that grey space in between. Kovit and Nita are both products of their upbringing, but they’re more 
than that. Blaming their bad deeds on their childhood absolves them of crimes by taking away their choices and 
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agency. Yes, upbringing had a part in it, but they also made their own choices, and they both enjoyed the terrible 
things they did, and still do. 

I really wanted to delve into that fact that we like to shove people into easily understandable boxes, assign excuses for 
the crimes of people we like, and revel in disliking our enemies. But by doing that, we’re essentially taking away the 
humanity of people. Even when we like them, even when we’re rooting for them, we often excuse or shift blame, and it 
takes their agency from them, making them passive in their own lives, which just isn’t right. People are complex, their 
motives are complex, and no one fits easily into a box. To understand someone, you have to accept the good and the 
bad, and not excuse either. 

What new Google territory did you find yourself in during your research for this book? Oh man, all sorts. I always 
have interesting Google searches when I have to think about what Kovit will do to people. Let’s just say after some of 
my Google searches, I will never look at a cheese grater the same way again. 

Does your writing ever gross you out – and by that I mean the copious amount of gore in this series? Nope. I 
actually cut down the gore, because I know not everyone has my stomach. So all of you are reading the version I 
censored and toned down. :) 

 

 

 


